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Sunday 22rd August  Walk on the Wild Side   

A bush walk in the National Park 
accompanied by a member with  
knowledge of our local wild flowers. 
Full details page 4 
If raining will be postponed until 
29th August 
Call 9294 1659 if uncertain 
 

May to September EXPO 2010 in Shanghai 
 
Sunday 26th September 
 Special General Meeting to amend the Constitution 
 2pm at  Australia-Asia House, 275 Stirling St. Perth 
 see details page 3 
 This will be followed by a talk by  
  Dr Yit Sen Yow on the Chinese Zodiac 
 And afternoon tea 
 All members are urged to attend 
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Web Sites 
Western Australia – www.acfswa.org.au   National – www.acfs.com.au 
Postal Address:  PO Box 2433 CLARKSON       WA      6030 
Email Address:  acfswa@gmail.com 
Telephone:  0430 223 792 

The membership year is Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 
ACFSWA Newsletter 
ACFSWA Newsletter is published four times a year for the Australia-China Friendship Society (WA) Inc.  
Opinions expressed in the newsletter do not always reflect those of the editor, or the policies of the Society. 
Closing dates for copy are the 14th of January, Apr il, July and October. 
Editor : David Kininmonth 

PRINT POST PP643428/00022 
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President:  Dr Neville Green 
Vice-President: Dr Wally Frick 
Treasurer:  Ms Roz Hanley  

Committee:  Kok Foo Chang Mr David Clark Mr Peter Hoe Mr Lindsay White 
 Mr. William Chi Mrs Fran Kininmonth Mr Chance Zhang Mr David Kininmonth 
Committee  meets third Monday of each month at Australia-Asia House, 275 Stirling St. Perth 
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At the invitation of the Shanghai People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries (SPAFFC), 
eight ACFS LTD members travelled to Shanghai for the 2010 Expo.  
Arriving on the 5th June Delegates were met at the Shanghai Pudong airport and delivered to the 
Donghu Hotel - only 500 metres from the Huaihai Road a six kilometre joy for shopping browsers.  
6th June Our SPAFFC guide was Li Jia Yan (Lily). The city was crowded with a combination of locals 
enjoying Sunday and visitors for Expo extending their sightseeing and our day was taken with visits to the 
Shanghai Urban Planning Exhibition Centre which features a miniaturised layout of central Shanghai with 
several thousand landmark buildings and lesser features. The Shanghai Oriental T.V. & Radio Tower 
was packed and twin queues spiralled around the balconies down the stairs and half a kilometre in each 
direction on the streets outside the tower. In the afternoon delegates were taken to the entrance of 
historic Yu Gardens with the choice of the gardens or the plethora of tourist shops fast food outlets and 
art and craft galleries.  
7th June On this day, we were taken to Zhu Jia Jiao town, 
about an hour's drive from Shanghai, to see the water village 
sometimes referred to as the Venice of China for the gondola 
style pole boat trips along its canals. The village traces its 
history to about the 4th century A.D. and tourists are attracted 
to its ancient stone bridges, Taoist temple and an early 20th 
century merchant's mansion. The formal welcoming banquet 
was held that evening with Messrs Chen Longxing, Wu Fei, 
Xiao Chong and Ms Li Jia Yan (Lily) as our hosts.  
8th June was a 'National Day' for Australia Day at the Expo. We 
were fortunate to have VIP entrance into the four pavilions we 
visited and by-pass the long queues where one may shuffle 
along for two to four hours to reach the entrance. We had 
access to the China, Australia and New Zealand Pavilions and 
the extra special Earth Environment Pavilion. Later that 
afternoon we were given VIP tickets to attend the 'by invitation 
only' performances by Australian artists in the presence of the Governor General.  
9th June – the delegation members went their separate ways.  I had arranged a number of meetings in 
Hangzhou. I was met at the Hangzhou railway station by 'Lyla" Liang Yong Hong of the Hangzhou 
Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries - which is within the Foreign Affairs Department of the 
Zhejiang Provincial Peoples Government.  
In the afternoon our corporate member, Richard Yuan (Yue Yuan) arranged for a friend to drive me to 
Zhuji (about 90 minutes drive from Hangzhou) where I spent time at his two schools. 
10th June Back at Hangzhou Richard and I had lunch with Mr Zhu Xin, Secretary General of the 
Hangzhou Friendship Association and 'Lyla" Liang Yong Hong I was told that the W A Deputy Premier 
will be in Hangzhou next month to present the English language, awards and that Lyla will escort a small 
group of Zhejiang finalists to Perth for a two week visit.   
11 th June returning to Shanghai, I detoured to Suzhou to meet with Professor Wang Guo-fu, a retired 
Professor of English and Chairman of the Soochow University School of Australian Studies  

 
From Fun with Chinese Characters – Strait Times Collection Marshall Cavendish Editions 
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An initiative of the Western Australian Government Education Department is to increase the teaching of 
Chinese in WA schools.   

The purpose of the Rossmoyne Chinese Mandarin Language Hub is to establish closer links between 
local schools to promote an increased student engagement in Asian languages (Chinese Mandarin) in our 
schools. Hub activity will develop the understandings of cultural diversity that Asian peoples bring to our 
multi-cultural society. It will complement the partnerships schools are building with community institutions 
and international schools. These relationships will build cultural understandings and lead to greater 
knowledge sharing which will benefit our students. 
The Rossmoyne Chinese Language Hub was launched on Wednesday, 23 June 2010 and is a  
collaboration between Rossmoyne Senior High School, and its feeder schools Bateman Primary School, 
Brentwood Primary School, Oberthur Primary School, Riverton Primary School, Rossmoyne Primary 
School and Shelley Primary School. 

Leila Bothams Principal 
of Rossmoyne High 
School addressing the 
launch 

Zhang Hong deputy Consul of 
the Chinese Consulate 
congratulating the participants 
on the initiative  

Students entertaining the guests at the launch 
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The committee has decided to call a Special General Meeting on 26th September at 2pm at Australia-Asia 
House, 275 Stirling St. Perth  to amend the Constitution 
 FROM  
4.6.1 The annual membership fees for full, joint, corporate, associate and concessional 

membership shall be determined by the Annual General Meeting and shall apply until 
changed by any subsequent Annual General Meeting. Notice of intention to propose any 
change in the annual membership fee and details of the proposed change shall be placed on 
the agenda of the Meeting at which it is proposed to determine the matter.  

TO 
4.6.1 The annual membership fees shall be determined by the Committee and shall apply from 

the commencement of the next financial year.   
4.6.2 Notice of intention to propose any change in an annual membership fee and details of the 

proposed change shall be placed in an issue of the magazine prior to the committee 
meeting at which it is to be considered.  

Under the current arrangement, the fees can only be changed two years after a need to change the 
fees is realized. For example if it is decided to change the fees now, it would be put to the AGM 
in 2011, to apply from 2012. 
Under the proposal, if it is decided that a change of fees is required now, the change could be 
implemented for the financial year 2011.  Members are still advised in advance and can make 
submissions to the committee 
The meeting will be followed by a talk by Dr Yit Sen Yow on the Chinese Zodiac. Afternoon 
tea will be provided. 
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This association meets on the first Sunday of each month at the Heathcote Museum and Gallery in 
Duncraig Road, Applecross.  

On the 4th July, a big number of art lovers attended to look 
at Mr Li Kechang’s painting, demonstration and talk about 
his works. He is a great master of Chinese painting and 
inside bottle painting – Snuff bottle which has been 
exhibited many places in Australia and Asia. Chinese 
snuff bottle is an unique of art and the symbol of wealth in 
Qing Dynasty. 

Mr Li demonstrated his Chinese painting techniques with 
a Chinese brush and black ink on the Chinese rice paper. 

He used a variety brush 
strokes to create light and 
dark tones of his landscape 
painting that applied of Chinese painting theories such as the structure of 
Chinese painting, the technique of Chinese calligraphy and poetry. 

Mr Li is of the Lu school of thought. The school was developed by the inside 
painter artist Bi Rongjiu who came to Bo Shan from Beijing in 1890.  
Its main characteristic is that the painter draws on the inside surface of snuff 
bottle with the glaze, and then fire it. It will therefore not leak when water is 
put in. 
The next talk shall be held on Sunday, 1 August 2010 by Mr Edward Chin 
who is a Chinese Calligrapher and the vice president of the association. 
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Starts from the home of Dr Wally Frick at 54 Swanview Road, Swanview.  
To find your way turn into Morrison Road from Great Eastern Highway in Midland and follow 
Morrison Road to the very end 
(on top of a hill) where it 
becomes Swan View Road. 
Turn Right and just before the 
top of a rise you will see a sign 
saying Gungurru Crescent.  
This is exactly opposite 
 54 Swanview Road.  
Park on the left verges of 
Gungurru Crescent as there is 
limited parking available 
outside of 54 or inside the property. 
Exercise extreme care when crossing Swan View Road to number 54 as speeding cars descend 
over the hill crest with an average speed of 80-100 kmh. and cannot be seen (only heard) before 
crossing.  
Kangaroos are likely to put in a guest appearance right next door to our property. 
If it is raining on 22nd, walk will be postponed until 29th August 
       call 9459 7183 on the day if undecided 
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Each pavilion is allocated its own "National Day" and 8 June was Australia's turn. Media attention turned 
to our pavilion. Our three concerts in one day held in the presence of Governor-General Quentin Bryce 
truly reflected the vibrancy and vitality of Australia's cultural scene. 
Oceania Month, in August will be another opportunity for Australia to demonstrate the breadth and 
diversity of our creative industries and our links with our Pacific neighbours. Indigenous Australian artists 
will have the opportunity to collaborate with our Pacific friends building our strong regional ties.				
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On my first China trip in 1977 I felt like travelling back in time and history to a land whose country folk 
eked out a meagre living from the land and whose city dwellers dressed in unisex Mao suits swarmed 
through urban streets on bicycles like locusts. 
Although I travelled to China on many occasions since then, the last time I had been there was in 1994.  
This time I felt again like a time traveller going forward in history by a full hundred years, so it seemed. 
Arriving at the modern Shanghai airport we boarded the world’s fastest train, seemingly flying at 430 
km/h, half the speed of the airbus on which we had just arrived. 

� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��	 			
The Shanghai of 1977, in which there were no modern busses, let alone many well-paved roads, has 
become a city with roads on top of roads, crisscrossing this ultra modern city.  Tired from the long flight 
we headed for the Shanghai underground railway at Pudong and reached our stop on Nanjing East Road 
within a few short minutes by way of this clean and fast means of transport. The once busy Nanjing East 
Road has been turned into a pedestrian mall lined by exclusive shops, whilst hundreds of peddlers 
pursue tourists with their wares.  Restaurants abound and food is abundant, delicious and cheap.  From 
our centrally located hotel, my son and I strolled to the Bund, where thousands of  Shanghainese and 
overseas tourists enjoyed the warm air on this late afternoon in May. 
Precisely at the stroke of 7 p.m. all the lights began illuminating the lovely old buildings along the Bund 
and the TV tower and skyscrapers on the Pudong side of the Huangpu river.  Giant neon advertising 
screens flashed their messages in bright lights, constantly changing in a symphony of colours. Pleasure 
boats with diners ploughed the Huangpu river, also brightly lit. We crossed under the Huangpu in a tourist 
train and took a closer look at the modern skyscrapers on the Pudong side of the river. Giant shopping 
malls fill many of the skyscrapers and the inviting smell of dozens of restaurants and fast food outlets fills 
the air. Groups of Japanese tourists marching behind the highly raised flag of their group leader head for 
the elevators leading to the top of the TV tower with its rotating restaurant. 
We spent the next three days at the solar exhibition viewing the latest in solar technology, exhibited in 10 
large exhibition halls. Next door a water purification expo opened its doors. 
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On the fourth and fifth day in Shanghai we headed for the World Exposition, queuing at the gate behind 

some thousands of people from all over the world. Once inside, space is 
ample and ferries offering free travel cross the Huangpu river from the 
Puxi to the Pudong exposition site.  
We queue for two hours at the Australian pavilion  where we are 
exposed to a high tech meaningless video show, aimed at showcasing 
Australia. The huge amphitheatre holds some 1500 or more people, but 
half way through the presentation people start exiting the venue. I don’t 
blame them. Children were in tears telling their embarrassed Chinese 
parents that they expected to see “daishu” (kangaroos) and Koala 
bears, but none are in sight. Long internal corridors, devoid of any 

display lead up to the amphitheatre. What a waste of space, what a waste of opportunity to promote 
Australian tourism. 
We left the Australian pavilion somewhat 
disappointed and queued at some East  
European pavilions and had lunch at the not 
so crowded Ukrainian restaurant where we 
were made familiar with the local food.  
The Chinese pavilion, the highlight of the  
world expo is besieged by thousands of  
people and a several hour wait is indicated. 
-- Exhausted we return back to our hotel.  
Our washing was taken care of by a small 
Chinese laundry and ironing service, across 
the road from our hotel. The prices were only 
10% of those advertised by the hotel.  
The next day was spent in discussions with 
B.J. Zhuang AM, a former ACFS Perth  
member and now Regional Director for the  
Government of Western Australia in 
Shanghai. 

				
Queue barriers for the Australian Pavilion 
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In the evening we boarded our train’s soft sleeper compartment for Beijing. Tens of thousands of people 
crowded the waiting halls at Shanghai railway station and stampeded for the train, as soon as the 
departure gates were opened. The train compartment was clean and the bunks comfortable, which 
allowed a good rest before the 11.17 a.m. arrival in Beijing.  We stayed at the centrally located 
International Hotel opposite Beijing Railway station on Jianguowennei Rd. – Over the next five days we 
visited the forbidden city, the summer palace, the Ming tombs and the Great Wall, which is now 
accessible via two super fast freeways linking to Beijing by way of a system of long tunnels.  Thousands 
of tourists climb the right hand side of the wall and we therefore opted for the less crowded left side, 
which is flanked by flowering ornamental plum trees and Jasmine bushes.  
As in Shanghai we each purchased a so-called “Jiatong Ka” (traffic card), which can be used on any 
mode of transport including taxis. The daily battle to get on and off the subway was as big an adventure 
as in Shanghai, where my wallet was lifted from my buttoned up trouser pocket. I was able to grab the 
thief and call out to my son who held him tightly, until he voluntarily dropped the wallet and ran off at 
lightning speed. Had we handed him over to one of the security guards or public security officers at the 
exit, he would have faced an uncertain future, for China wants to rid itself of such evil people. It was the 
only unpleasant experience. Otherwise all the people were extremely friendly, hospitable and helpful as 
always. We had a private driver during our Beijing stay, who was an absolute genius braving Beijing’s 
peak hour traffic. I showed him my still valid Beijing driver’s license and he jokingly asked me if I would 
like to take the wheel. Of course I declined, saying that I had no suicidal tendencies. 
We departed from the most modern airport in the world, the new Beijing Capital Airport, which is linked 
with central Beijing by an Express toll road and a fast subway line. 
The main check-in terminal and satellite terminals are immaculately clean and ultra modern. The cutting 
edge of technology evident at this modern airport transfers one into the 22nd century. How unfavourably 
our tiny Perth airport compares with this modern structure. -- 
A fast train takes passengers to the departure gates, where one goes through security checks and walks 
along travelators, past innumerable modern shops, to the departure gate. One must allow some 2 ½ 
hours for this whole process to be completed. 
Now that I am back to my daily routine in Perth, I cannot wait to go back to China again, for it is and 
always will be my favourite tourist destination. 
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	����     [A Chinese idiom and its story] 
(Qi Ren You Tian) 
There was a man in the State of Qi [note 1] who feared that one day the sky might fall and the earth 
collapse; and that he would have no place to settle.  He was so worried that he could not eat and sleep in 
peace. 
Someone went to assure him about this.  He said to the man, “The sky is only an air mass and there is air 
everywhere. You move about all day long in the air, inhaling and exhaling, bending and stretching your 
body. Why do you have to worry about the sky is falling, when it is never likely to happen?” 
“It is true that the sky is full of air,” the man answered, “how about the sun, the moon and the stars? They 
will surely fall?” 
“The sun, the moon and the stars are merely such bodies in the congregation of air as happen to shine,” 
the persuader replied.  “Even if they do fall, they would hit nothing.” 
“Then if the earth collapses. What shall I do?” 
“The earth is merely a huge mass of dust and rocks filling up the space. There is no spot that 
has no such mass. We move about on the earth everyday, stepping on it and walking on it. 
Why then worry it might collapse?” 
The Qi man was gladly relieved, and so was the anxious persuader. 
Notes:- 

1. A small state during the Zhou Dynastic rule, located in present day Qixian County 
in Henan Province. 

2. Liezi, or Lie Yukou, a representative Taoist of the Warring States Period (475-221 BC). The 
teachings of Liezi were close to those of Zhuangzi (370-301BC). 

 [Adapted by Kok Foo Chang from ‘Liezi’ [2]] 
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The Zhejiang Provincial People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries (PPAFFC) is 
running an essay competition as part of its celebrations to commemorate its great achievements in 
economic development and social undertakings which have attracted world wide attention. 
In order to further deepen the friendship between people in Zhejiang Province and the rest of the 
world the essay competion entitled “Eyes on Zhejiang” seeks “to solicit essays written in vivid 
vocabulary about their experiences in Zhejiang or any touching or emotional moments they have had 
in the province.” 
Style & Theme:  no specific limitation in style or theme 
Language: Chinese or other languages 
Length: Less than 1500 words 
Author: Attach a profile of the author in no more than 200 words 
Participants: Foreign friends living in Zheijiang, or who have visited 
Deadline: August 30th 2010  
Procedure: There will be a panel of expert judges 

 All qualified essays will be published in the Zhejiang daily 
and other city papers  

 Essays won’t be returned to the author once submitted. 
Prizes: 1st RMB 2000,  2nd RMB1000,  3rd RM 500 
 Plus 20 souvenir  prizes for excellence 
Postal Address: Zhejiang Provincial People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries 
 25 Santaishan Road, Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province (310007) 
Contact: Mr Zheng Zhuyun, Ms Bian Aiping                Email: lyla@zjfad.gov.cn 
Telephone: 0571-87056668, 0571-87056673                     FAX:  0571-85156432 
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Merredin aerodrome is leased under a 100-
year lease arrangement by China Southern 
Airlines and is used as a pilot training facility 
by the China Southern West Australian Flying 
College, who also operate from Jandakot 
Airport in Perth. Locals can tell that the airport 
was leased for the sum of one Australian 
Dollar with the state government banking that 
investment would follow. The partnership in 
the years since has been successful. 
Upgraded facilities include bitumen runways, 
a control tower, fire control equipment, 
hangars, classrooms, and housing. Although 
the aerodrome is leased by China Southern 
Airlines, the Royal Flying Doctor Service and 
private users still have access. Training Aircraft at the airport 

The local community support the activities 
at the airport.  Two of our members Terry 
& Lois Willis entertain the trainees that 
come to Merredin. In the picture left, Shen 
Gang and Li Zhong came  from China to 
cook for the 80 students currently at 
China Southern Flying College. Their 
daughter Shen Xin (Cindy) 15 years 
old, is a student at the Merredin 
Senior High School. Cindy & her mother 
arrived in Australia with almost no English 
language. One year later Cindy can 
speak English well enough to have a part 
time job serving take away food to the 
public. 

Shen Xin, Lois & Terry Willis with Shen Gang and Li Zhong  
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Please fill in and send this slip with your remittance to PO Box 2433 CLARKSON       WA      6030 

MR/ MRS / SURNAME: …………………………………………….. 

MS /MISS Given Names: ……………………………………………….. 

Postal Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………Post Code: 
…………. 

Telephone ………………..  Mobile: …………………………. Email: 
……………………………………………… 
Subscription (Please Circle) 
Individual $20.00   Family  $25.00  Family Concession  $15.00 
Concession $10.00   Associate $30.00  Corporate  $35.00 

Donation to ACFS Scholarship Fund (Optional) $ ………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

ACFS – WA NEWSLETTER 
 
Australia-China Friendship Society - WA Branch (Inc) 
PO Box 2433 CLARKSON       WA      6030 
 
Print Post: PP643428/00022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUSTRALIA -CHINA FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY (WA BRANCH)  
Our Aims: 
To promote friendship and understanding between the peoples of Australia and the People’s Republic 
of China and to provide assistance to educational and social welfare projects in the People’s Republic of 
China. 
Our Activities: 
We recruit, send and support teachers to work in schools and tertiary institutions in China. 
We organise special social events for members and friends  
We assist Chinese students, delegations visiting Western Australia. 
We arrange lectures and talks on China. 
We publish a quarterly newsletter 
We host a website at www.acfswa.org.au that contains information relating to the Society. 


