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Sunday 12th December   

 
Annual Christmas Picnic 

 
to be held 12noon 
 
Roe Memorial Gardens 
 
Kings Park 
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Web Sites 
Western Australia – www.acfswa.org.au   National – www.acfs.com.au 
Postal Address:  PO Box 2433 CLARKSON       WA      6030 
Email Address:  acfswa@gmail.com 
Telephone:  0430 223 792 
The membership year is Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 
ACFSWA Newsletter 
ACFSWA Newsletter is published four times a year for the Australia-China Friendship Society (WA) Inc.  
Opinions expressed in the newsletter do not always reflect those of the editor, or the policies of the Society. 
Closing dates for copy are the 14th of January, Apr il, July and October. 
Editor : David Kininmonth 

PRINT POST PP643428/00022 
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President:  Dr Neville Green 
Vice-President: Dr Wally Frick 
Treasurer:  Ms Roz Hanley  

Committee:  Kok Foo Chang Mr David Clark Mr Peter Hoe Mr Lindsay White 
 Mr. William Chi Mrs Fran Kininmonth Mr Chance Zhang Mr David Kininmonth 
Committee  meets third Monday of each month at Australia-Asia House, 275 Stirling St. Perth 
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There are a number of amendments required to the ACFSWA’s constitution to allow the society to 
progress, and react to the changing circumstances that are arising with the increase in student exchange, 
tourism and trade between Western Australia and China.  When the society first commenced, it was 
breaking new ground in establishing contacts with the people of China.  The provision of English 
language teachers and fostering of tourism opened the pathways to friendship between our two nations. 
Today, however, there are over twenty organisations in Perth fostering friendship and ideas exchange 
between Western Australia and China.  Tourism is a major industry, and English Language teachers are 
now finding their own contacts through the Web or through agencies.  However, the importance of the 
society’s role is recognised both by the local community (through invitations to participate in functions) 
and to the Chinese Peoples Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries through invitations to send 
delegations to both National and Provincial Friendship Forums).  This is generating interest in 
membership from Western Australian groups and Chinese nationals. 
Currently the constitution only allows ACFSWA to have other associations as associate members, not 
individuals or corporations.  Consequently it is necessary to change the Associate members’ clause to 
allow individuals to become Associate members.  We would like them to become full members, however 
if they reside overseas, it will become impossible to get a quorum at Annual and Special General 
Meetings.   The extra numbers this generates will improve our income and broaden the membership 
base. 
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The friendship between China and Western Australia was epitomized by the recent visit of two 
delegations.  
The first was a visit of the 
English Language Award 
finalists from Western 
Australia’s sister state Zhejiang.  
As part of the Award, WA 
sponsors a two week visit to 
Australian schools.  I was happy 
to catch up with  “Lyla" Liang 
Yonghong of the Zhejiang 
Friendship Association, who 
accompanied the group as  
the official interpreter.  The 
association held a dinner 
honouring the adults who 
accompanied the group. These 
were the delegation leader Mr 
Wu Xiaodong Vice-Director of 
the Zhejiang Provincial People’s 
Association for Friendship with 
Foreign Countries (ZPPAFFC), 
Mr Lou Wenrong and Ms Zhou Chuxia of the Zhejiang Department of Education and the media 
reps, Ms Wang Xiaojun and Ms Qiu Wei.  
 
The second event was the Lord Mayor’s reception for delegation from one of Perth’s Sister 
cities, Nanjing.  Three ACF S committee members, Roz Hanley, Chance Zhang and your 
president accepted an invitation from Perth Lord Mayor, Lisa Scaffidi, to attend the civic 
reception for the 18 member Nanjing delegation. In her address of welcome, the Mayor 
acknowledged the strengthening of ties between the two cities and highlighted the increased 
activities in the areas of tourism, education and business, not least being our mineral and gas 
exports to China.  The delegation leader, Mr Zhu Shanlu, a prominent political personage 
in Nanjing, responded with a brilliant speech, without notes. Chance Zhang had a profitable 
conversation with Mr Xia Yan of the Nanjing Foreign Affairs Office, which has links with the 
Nanjing Friendship Association. He proposed that we should establish a friendship network  
of Chinese WA contacts and this is something that I would like to explore in the year ahead.  

 
 

 Back row: Chance Zhang, Qiu Wei, Zhou Chuxia, Lou Wenrong, Wally Frick, Lindsay 
White, Liang Yonghong, David Clarke, William Chi  

Front row: Wang Xiaojun, Roz Hanley, Neville Green, Wu Xiaodong, Fran Kininmonth 
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Jiuhua Shan, one of the four sacred mountains of Chinese Buddhism is located in Qingyang 
County, Anhui province, and is famous for its 
rich landscape and ancient temples. 

Many of the mountain's shrines and temples 
are dedicated to Ksitigarbha (known in 
Chinese as Dìzàng who is a bodhisattva 
(enlightener) and protector of souls in hell 
according to Mahayana Buddhist tradition. 
Pious Buddhists often come to this popular 
attraction in Anhui, to climb to Greater Tiantai peak, which is regarded as Jiuhuashan's most 
important peak, although it is not the tallest. 

JiuHua Shan - delicately beautiful, is located in the 
southeastern part of Chizhou City, Anhui Province. The 
gross area reaches 120 square kilometers, while the 
protection area reaches 114 square kilometers. Together with 
WuTai Mountain in Shanxi, Emei Mountain in Sichuan and 
Putuo Mountain in Zhejiang. Jiuhua Mountain is called one 
of the four great Buddhist mountains in China. 
In 719 AD, Kim Qiaoque, prince of the king of XinLuo 
(today's Qingzhou city in South Korea) came to Jiuhua 
Mountain and cultivated himself for 5 years. He died at 99 
years of age, his corporeal body stayed intact. Because he 
was very similar in appearance to Dizang Buddhisattva, the 
monks there believed Dizang Boddhisattva was reincarnated 
in him, as a result, Jiuhua Mountain became the place to 
hold rites for Dizang Boddhisatva. During the golden 
periods of the Ming and Qing dynasties, there were as many 
as 360 temples and 4,000 to 5,000 monks and nuns. 
Mount Jiuhua was originally known as Jiuzi (Nine-Peak) Mountain. But ever since Li Bai, the 
celebrated poet in the Tang Dynasty wrote of the mountain: 
"Sailing down the Jiujiang River the other day, I saw the Jiuhua Peaks in the distance. Looking 
like a heavenly river hanging in heaven, its green water embroidering cotton rose hibiscuses."   
The mountain was renamed Jiuhua Shan.  As a number one place for pilgrimage it is very 
famous in the southeastern part of China and has become one of the great four Buddhist 
mountains. Since 1979, Jiuhua 
Mountain, with its abundant 
Buddhist culture and uniquely 
attractive scenery, has been enjoying 
a high reputation in Southeast Asia, 
South Korea and Japan, which 
belong to Han-culture centered 
countries. It is a high influence 
power in the area of Dizang 
Buddhisattva, with a large number  
of whole Buddhist relics. There are 
99 peaks in the area, among them 
Shiwang Peak, Lotus Peak and other 
nine ones are the most beautiful. 
They enjoyed the laudatory of Lotus 

 
 

Jiang Hua and David Kininmonth at the Roshen Temple 
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Country. Besides, Jiuhua Mountain is famous 
for its historic interest with more than 2000 
historical relics, 500 poems written by famous 
poets through dynasties and 20 school relics. 
There are thousands of Temples scattered 
among the great four mountains. Jiuhua Shan is 
the most beautiful and charming, while being 
regarded as a sacred place by pious men and 
women. 
 The mountains of Jiuhua Shan are all imposing. 
Ridges and peaks, which eagerly show their 

delicate beauty. 
Vegetation thrives. Waterfalls and springs splash. The climate here is 
warm and wet, with the four seasons being clearly demarcated. The 
natural scenes combining with artificial spectacles, as well as the 
atmosphere of Buddhism, have long since made Jiuhua Shan a very 
famous scenic spot from the ancient period in China. 
Probably the most famous, Rueshen Hall, is built on the Shen Guan 
Ridge, where one can see the Jyangzi River.  There is a nine floor 
pagoda in the hall, each floor is paved with marble, and is 
surrounded with all kinds 
of statues. 
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The Special General Meeting passed the following amendments to the Constitution. 
4.6.1 The annual membership fees shall be determined 

by the Committee and shall apply from the 
commencement of the next financial year.   

4.6.2 Notice of intention to propose any change in an  
annual membership fee and details of the proposed 
change shall be communicated in print no later than 30 
days prior to the committee meeting at which it is to be 
considered 
The meeting was followed by a very interesting talk on 
the Chinese Zodiac by Dr Yow Yit Seng.  We now know 
why we maybe having differences with family & others.    

 
 

Remembrance locks, Rueshen Temple 

 
Stairway from the 

Phoenix Pine. 

Dragon Bridge over the Dragon River 

 
Phoenix Pine is named because the crown 
looks like a beautiful phoenix flying to the 
sky.  It is believed to be 1400 years old. 
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The society hosted members of the Consulate staff on a bush walk through part of John Forest 
National Park. The walk was a pleasant stroll along fire tracks and kangaroo tracks.  Our thanks 
to Dr Wally Frick and his wife, Ann, who hosted the occasion, with the walk commencing from 
and finishing at their home in Swan View.   
 

 
Dr Wally Frick welcoming consulate  

staff to his garden 

 
Fran Kininmonth and Zhang Hong 

 

We have to go up there 
 

Explaining the grass tree 

 
Li Yangang selecting the 

best shot 

 

 
On the Trail 

 
Fran Kininmonth checking out a wild flower. 

 
We were very fortunate with the weather, and the range of wild flowers that were available. 
Fran Kininmonth, who works as a volunteer with the WA Herbarium and Kings Park, was able 
to name several of the wildflowers and provided an interesting commentary about them. 
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Showing the finer details 

 
Getting a close up 

�p 
What are you doing in my bush? 

Bush walking builds up an appetite. 
 Zhang Hong, Fran Kininmonth, Teresa Moy, 
Hanu Brotherpeter, Lindsay White and Neville 
Green 

[A Chinese idiom and its story] 
If it ever cries, it will amaze the world   (Yi Ming Jing Ren) [note 1] 
King Wei of the State of Qi [note 2] loved to use enigmatic language but also loved to spend 
whole evenings drinking.  Because of his indulgence, he stopped dealing with the state affairs 
and left them to his ministers.  As a result, things went from bad to worse.  Most of his officials, 
big and small, also neglected their trusted duties and led an easy life.  This gave other 
principalities a chance to make inroads into Qi.  The state was on way to fall apart.  No one 
around the King dared to remonstrate with him. 
There was a certain Chunyu Kun who ventured to speak to the King.  Using careful innuendo, he 
said, “There is a large bird perching in the court.  For three years it has not taken wing nor 
uttered a cry.  Probably Your Highness can tell what has happened to this bird.” 
 “Well, I know this bird.  If it ever flies, it will soar into the sky.  If it ever cries, it will amaze the 
world,” answered the King, knowing what Chunyu Kun was driving at. 
After the talk, the King summoned all his seventy-two county magistrates to his presence.  He 
awarded one good one and executed one bad one. Then he mustered all his troops, who were 
then greatly encouraged and ready for action.  Courageously they went out to repel the invaders. 
In great alarm the other principalities returned to Qi all the lands they had seized.  Qi’s power 
thus remained strong for the next thirty-six years. 
Notes:- 
1. A common idiomatic expression used to speak of an obscure person who amazes the 
world with a single brilliant feat. 
2. A small state during the Zhou Dynastic rule (11th century – 256 BC), located in 
present day Qixian County in Henan Province. 

Provided by Kok Foo Chang 
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From Fun with Chinese Characters – Strait Times Collection Marshall Cavendish Editions 
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Please fill in and send this slip with your remittance to PO Box 2433,  CLARKSON       WA      6030 

MR / MRS / SURNAME:    ……………………………………………… 

MS / MISS Given Names: ……………………………………………… 

Postal Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Post Code:        …………. 

Telephone ………………..  Mobile: ………………………….  Email: ……………………………  

 
Subscription (Please Circle) 
Individual $20.00   Family  $25.00  Family Concession  $15.00 
Concession $10.00   Associate $30.00  Corporate  $35.00 

Donation to ACFS Scholarship Fund (Optional) $ ………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

ACFS – WA NEWSLETTER 
 
Australia-China Friendship Society - WA Branch (Inc) 
PO Box 2433 CLARKSON       WA      6030 
 
Print Post: PP643428/00022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUSTRALIA -CHINA FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY (WA BRANCH)  
Our Aims: 
To promote friendship and understanding between the peoples of Australia and the People’s Republic 
of China and to provide assistance to educational and social welfare projects in the People’s Republic  
of China. 
Our Activities: 
We recruit, send and support teachers to work in schools and tertiary institutions in China. 
We organise special social events for members and friends  
We assist Chinese students, delegations visiting Western Australia. 
We arrange lectures and talks on China. 
We publish a quarterly newsletter 
We host a website at www.acfswa.org.au that contains information relating to the Society. 


